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and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
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. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

tefa^^^^i^l^ttg^t 10 n ° Velty ' inVentivC St6p ° r faduStrial ability, 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. 

PCT/DE2003/002296 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[~| the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages M3 

pages 

pages -— «— — 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



pages 



1-16 



. , as originally filed 

m , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 22 October 2004 (22.10.2004) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/3-3/3 



_ , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



Z S^l^o? 16 ,a ?Suage, dl £e elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
foe international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item language in wnicn 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

or SS^^ ° f tranSlati ° n fumished for purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

contained in the international application in written form 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
— furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

SL^oT* ?** the S ^!?^ y fomished ™ Uea Sequence Hstin S does not S° be y°*d the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

b^'rSed^ MOrmati ° n reCOrded * readable fo ™ « identical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5- □ iJiT" has 1 been estabji^ed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to so 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** consiaerea to go 

' ^^^^T^X e /U^^^Z!'^^f 0 T 6 * ^ POnSe 'I anl r itm ° n ""^Article 14 are referred to 
and 70.17). ongmauy juea ana are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

"Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
restricted the claims. 
j/XQ paid additional fees. 

□ 

paid additional fees under protest, 
neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

| I This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1 , 
I — I not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 
See supplemental sheet 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 



all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is n ot sufficient) 
Continuation of: I V . 



Lack of Unity of Invention 



1. This Authority has determined that the present 

international application contains multiple inventions 
that are not linked by a single general inventive 
concept (PCT Rule 13.1): 

I: Claims 1, 3 to 12 and 14 to 16: 

Sections of a dryer through which material webs 
pass . 

II: Claims 2 and 13: 

Arrangement of a heating system and air outlet 
openings of a material web dryer. 



2. The reasons are as follows: 



A dryer for printed material webs with a passage 
channel having straight sections through which the 
web passes meanderingly according to the features 
essential to the first invention in claim 1 does not 
necessarily include a specific arrangement of the 
heating system and the air outlet openings as per the 
features essential to the second invention in claim 2, 
and vice versa.. A dryer according to the first 
invention could have any other arrangement of a 
heating system or could be constructed without air 
outlet openings, while a dryer according to the second 
invention could also include sections through which 
the web passes in a straight line, one after the 
other . 
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Supplemental Box 

( To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of: I V . 

3. A dryer having all of the features of the identical 
preambles of the two independent claims, claims 1 and 
2, is already known from document DE-A-4 429 891. 

4. Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 13.1, there 
is no link between the two inventions in the form of a 
mutual technical relationship involving the same or 
corresponding special technical features in both 
independent claims 1 and 2 . 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement * 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims j^q 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims N q 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-16 YES 

Claims j^q 



2. Citations and explanations 

1. First Invention / Claims 1, 3 to 12 and 14 to 16 

1.1. Claim 1 

1.1.1. Prior Art : 

Document DE-A-4 429 891, which is cited in the 
description, discloses a dryer having all of the 
features of the preamble of independent claim 1. 

1.1.2. Problem: 
Providing a dryer for a material web. 

1.1.3. Solution: 

The specific combination of all of the features of 
claim 1, particularly the specific arrangement of 
two sections with respect to the plane determined 
by the vertically-passing material web according to 
the characterizing part of claim 1, is neither 
described in nor suggested by the prior art, and so 
the invention involves an inventive step. 
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2. 

2.1. 
2.1.1. 

2.1.2. 
2.1.3. 



Claims 3 to 12 and 14 to 16 

Dependent claims 3 to 12 and 14 to 16 define 
advantageous embodiments of the dryer, each having 
all of the features of independent claim 1. 

Second Invention / Claims 2 and 13 

Claim 2 

Prior Art : 

Document DE-A-4 429 891, which is cited in the 
description, discloses a dryer having all of the 
features of the preamble of independent claim 2. 

Problem: 

Providing a dryer for a material web. 
Solution: 

The specific combination of all of the features of 
claim 2, particularly the specific arrangement of 
sections with air outlet openings in sections of 
the passage channel and with a heating system 
according to the characterizing part of claim 2, is 
neither described in nor suggested by the prior 
art, and so the invention involves an inventive step. 

Claim 13 : 

Dependent claim 13 defines an advantageous 
embodiment of the dryer having all of the features 
of independent claim 2 . 
lox V) (January 1994) 



